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• Newsletter Policy •
The Fulton-Montgomery News, published quarterly for the 

benefi t of the Brethren of the Fulton-Montgomery Masonic District 
and their families, is the offi cial publication of:

Fulton-Montgomery Masonic District
Free & Accepted Masons

The Staff welcomes all letters and submissions, reserving the 
right to edit for space and clarity. Material MUST be provided in 
WORD format or mailed in the email body to “rbsteele@nycap.
rr.com”

The publication will go to the printer on 1 December, 1 March, 1 
June &1 September with submission dates one week prior. Any of the 
contents of this newsletter may be copied, quoted or reprinted with the 
permission of the Editor.

• Staff •
 Editor:    Roger B. Steele
 Assistant Editor:   Stephen Sparks
 Billing Advertisement Layout: Stephen Sparks
 District Reporter:   Your Name Here
 Circulation:   Dave Saltsman & Keith Vietch
 Printing:    Lee Smith
 Treasurer:   Robert Lindholm

All hard copy, In Memoriam and
Compliments Of to:
Fulton-Montgomery Masonic District 
Roger B. Steele
489 Honeywell Crs. Rd.
Broadalbin, NY 12025
rbsteele@nycap.rr.com

Any correspondence and changes for advertisements will be sent to 
Stephen Sparks
12 Curtis Street
Gloversville, NY 12078
sesparks@nycap.rr.com
Make checks payable for all advertisements to
Fulton-Montgomery Masonic District to be send to:
Stephen Sparks
12 Curtis Street
Gloversville, NY 12078
sesparks@nycap.rr.com

All address changes and cancellations
to be sent to:
David Saltsman
903 County Hwy. 126
Amsterdam, NY 12010
Phone (518} 843-3445
email dsaltsman@nycap.rr.com

The Fulton-Montgomery News
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• A View From The East •
by R∴W∴William J. Dorn

DDGM Fulton-Montgomery District

 

Greetings Brothers from the East,
It is the fi rst day of November and I am writing to all of my brothers 
close and far away. The time has just changed and the days are getting 
shorter and the weather is getting colder and snow will soon be on the 
ground and in the air. The holiday season will soon be here. On Septem-
ber 28, 2009 the Grand Lectures Convention took place at St. Patrick’s 
Lodge #4. We had a very nice tum out with more than 80 brothers 
attending the event. Each lodge in the district was represented at the 
convention. I would like to thank V∴W∴John Morris AGL for all of 
his hard work in putting the event together. I would also like to thank St. 
Patrick’s Lodge #4 for hosting the event and the Eastem Star for put-
ting on the dinner. I would also like to thank every brother who attended 
the event. The lodges in the district are busy with degree work for new 
brothers and planning for upcoming events. So if you can attend your 
lodge meetings and help your lodge with this important work it would 
help your lodge to continue to grow.
I will remind each brother that if you know a person who would be 
interested in becoming a  mason go to your lodge and get him involved 
in masonry. This is the only way that masonry is going to continue to 
grow. I would also like to remind everyone that you do not have to be 
offi cer of a lodge to anend the master and offi cers meetings or the Ma-
sonic charities meetings. I encourage any one to attend these meetings. I 
will be putting together the trip to Grand Lodge this year. If you are in-
terested in going contact your lodge master or myself. The trip informa-
tion should be ready after the fi rst of the year. I will email the informa-
tion, or call you with the information if you are interested in going. My 
email is wdorn@nycap.rr.com and my phone number is 518-736-1965 
the trip information will be brought up at the master and offi cers meet-
ings. The district is also planning a trip to the Masonic adult home in 
Utica again this year. The trip date has not been set yet but it will be in 
March or April. Contact your lodge for the date or contact W∴Wlliam 
R. Dom Masonic Care Facility Trip coordinator for more information 
at 518 -762-1463. We have also been busy with interviewing and voting 
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on the districts new District Deputy Grand Master and Staff Offi cer 
for the dislrict. The names of these indivualuals will be sent to Grand 
Lodge for there appointment by the new Grand Master. Also there are 
only three District Deputy Visitations left for the Masonic year and 
there are as follows.
Amsterdam Lodge #84 Tuesday, January I 8, 20 I 0
Fort Plain Lodge #433 Tuesday, February2 , 2010
St. Patrick’s Lodge #4 Thursday, March 18, 2010
I urge every brother to come out and show your support for your lodge 
distict

Fraternally,
R∴W∴William J. Dorn DDGM

• From the District Reporter •
By Your name here

We are still looking for a District Reporter. all it will take is a 
small amount of time and have fun with it.

6
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• Lodge News •
      

St. Patrick’s Lodge #4 F & A M
P. O. Box 896

22 North Perry Street
Johnstown, New York, 12095-0896

518-762-7015
www.newyorkmasons.org

W∴William R. Dorn, MASTER

Brothers,
St. Patrick’s has been very busy this fall with degree work so far 
we have had 
An Entered Apprentice and Fellow Craft Degree since the Lodge 
reopened from the summer.

R∴W∴William J. Dorn served as Master for the Entered Appren-
tice Degree.
W∴ Richard Cronin served as Master for the Fellow Craft Degree, 
with the assistance of 
W∴Al Graham doing the middle chamber. 

St. Patrick’s Lodge #4 will also be conferring the Entered
Apprentice Degree on Petty Offi cer 2nd Class Justin M. Black-
wood, grandson of Daniel Dermott. The degree will be held while 
he is home on leave the 1st week of the New Year. Justin has 
served in the Mediterranean Sea for six months aboard the USS 
Nassau, (LHA-4) Amphibious Assault Ship. Please come out and 
show this young man our gratitude and welcome him as a Brother 
of St. Patrick’s.

I would like to thank all my Offi cers and the Brothers who at-
tended the Grand Lecturer’s Convention on September 28th at St. 
Patrick’s Lodge. St. Patrick’s Lodge No.4 will be receiving The 
POTTS Award. I will be receiving this award for the Lodge at the 

6
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Grand Lodge Convention in May. Any Brother that would like to 
attend the Convention please contact me at 762-1463 or contact 
DDGM R∴W∴William J. Dorn. 
I would like to ask that all my Offi cers and Brothers please attend 
The Masters & Offi cers Meetings and the District Deputy Meetings 
at the various Lodge’s in the district. If transportation is a concern, 
Please call me at 518-762-1463
And I will help you fi nd a ride. 
 
A message from the Brother Hood Chairman,
My Brothers just a reminder, If you have not yet contributed to 
The Brotherhood Fund please make your Check out to 
The Masonic Brotherhood Fund, and then mail it to me at 
Al Bayless 19 Leto Lane, Johnstown NY 12095-1053
Thank You to all my Brothers for this very important project.
Fraternally, Al Bayless
REMEMBER THE (36 CLUB) WED. AM COFFEE HOUR
Coffee, Breakfast Sandwich, and Great Fellowship for $2.00
6:30 am till??
I would also like to take this time to wish you ALL a Very Happy 
Holiday Season and a Joyous New Year.

Respectively Submitted,
Stephen Sparks
Newsletter Chairman

6Hamilton #79
W∴Carlton Scutt, Master

2nd & 4th Wednesdays
(518) 922-7668

wmchr1@aol.com
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Amsterdam #84
R∴W∴David Saltsman 

1st & 3rd Mondays

On October 19 We Had a First Degree for Brother Ron Colman
The Second Degree will be December 21 at Amsterdam # 84 Time 
7:30.
We Will Be Passing out Two Thanksgiving Baskets
On January 18 2010 Amsterdam District Deputy Visitation
Hope to see you there.

Fraternally,
R∴W∴David Saltsman

6Fish House #298
By W∴Stanton Weaver Master

1st & 3rd Wednesdays

6Fort Plain #433
W∴Christopher Hanley, Master

2nd & 4th Tuesdays

My Brothers,
The brothers of the Lodge has been really busy here, A roadside 
clean up, a 1st Degree, and general getting ready for winter. We 
have a new Bro. Stephen Goldberg. He is the director of the Fort 
Plain Senior Citizens Center. Having moved up here from down-
state. The Roadside cleanup was not as plentifully as it has been in 
the past. Maybe people are getting more concerned with how there 
country looks. 
As many of you and members of your lodge, we are seeing quite 
a few of our brothers sick, so we are keeping them in our thoughts 
and prayers. I hope we are through the worst of it by now. Opening 
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and closing with out some of our key members is different! The 
new Brothers like it though as they get to try out different chairs 
with in the lodge. So far all our new Brothers are excited about 
learning the different parts, so it has led to be a good experience.
The smaller building is working out great, degree work is a little 
different, now that we are not in the huge room we had become 
accustomed to, but we have made it work. We are looking at much 
lower costs of the lodge presence, growing membership, and in 
general able to focus more on the future of the lodge, then worry-
ing about the fi nancial aspects of the lodge. 

Well From Fort Plain Lodge #433 We wish you and your family a 
very happy holiday,

Sincerely and fraternally,
W∴Christopher J. Hanley

Fultonville #531
1st & 3rd Wednesdays Canajoharie Temple

W∴Jeremy Krajewski Master
Home - 518-922-7668
Cell – 518-322-6734

Email – jaykrajewski@frontiernet.net

6 

Kennyetto Lodge No. 599
W∴ Christopher Clizbe Master

2nd & 4th Wednesdays
Phone (518) 883-8448

www.newyorkmasons.org

6 
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St. Johnsville #611
R∴W∴ Jacque Mosher Sr., Master

1st & 3rd Thursdays

Brethren all:

The holiday season is upon us and the Master, Offi cers and members of 
St. Johnsville Lodge No. 611 would like to wish each and every one of 
you a Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year!

As we look back on 2009 we refl ect on those positive events which 
help to make this lodge a success.  In order to assist in the fi nancial 
obligations of the lodge we held many successful fundraisers.  These 
fundraisers not only help to increase our treasury but they provide us 
with the opportunity to socialize with our Masonic family.  Additionally 
it gives us the opportunity to provide a service to the community.  Our 
lodge building continues to be a popular place to hold community 
functions.

On a sad note, 2009 brought the loss of brothers Donald Hill and William 
Finch.  We will forever be grateful for their contributions to our lodge 
and offer our support to their families as we share in mourning their loss.

Brother Donnie Hill was always willing to lend a hand with our dinners 
as well as ensuring that the building’s furnace and plumbing were kept in 
working order.

Brother Bill Finch was instrumental in the formation of a 501(c)(3) non-
profi t charitable organization which will assist our lodge in the pursuit of 
our charitable endeavors.  His energy and vitality helped to inspire many 
of us as he exemplifi ed the tenants of Masonry; brotherly love, relief and 
truth.

Farewell, my Brothers.  You will forever remain in our hearts.

Sincerely and fraternally,
Don Chaffi n, Secretary











                 Houghtaling & Smith
                     Funeral Home
  20 Otsego Street Canajoharie, New York 13339
           WILLIAM JAMES SMITH,  Funeral Director 
            www.houghtalingandsmith.com
                Telephone, 518-673-2233       

Thanks   for  supporting   our   bulletin !

Happy Holidays
&

Joyous New Year

Member: St. Johnsville Lodge # 611
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• In Memoriam •

Remember a  Brother. A $10 contribution to the newsletter will keep
their name in this column for 4 issues. Any Brother may be honored.

W∴Ralph P. McKeon Past Master Ams. #89 from his wife Lois
R∴W∴Wally Picket by A Fellow Seabee
Brother Walter Coolman from W∴Bob & Bonnie Dietrick
Brother Harold Lake from Churchill Lake
Brother Dallas Dillenbeck from Churchill Lake
Brother Richard J. Sponable from his wife Shirley
Bro. Robert Rounds, Fultonville #531 from his wife Elaine
Bro. Peter Nicosia, FishHouse #298 from wife Virginia & Family
Bro. Harold Banta from his wife Norma
Deloss F. Walrath St. Patrick’s #4 from Bro. Robert E. McCloskey
Jason Eward Whitcavitch St. Patrick’s #4 from Bro. Robert E. McCloskey

 ompliments of:

Walter B. Davis Jr.
Dr. William S. Muehleck
R.W. Janet M. Bronk Matron Chapter #208 O.E.S.
Ted Moore

Help the Newsletter! A personal contribution of $10 or more will help 
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Traveling Gavel 2008-2009
 Thus far, as of our last District Deputy meeting, the total 
points for the year received for each lodge attending District 
Deputy and M&O meetings are as follows; 
St Patrick’s #4  167 points
Hamilton #79   49 points
Amsterdam #84 82 points
Fish House #298 52  points
Fort Plain #433 128 points
Fultonville #531 21 points
Kennyetto #599 65 points
St Johnsville #611 42 points

Respectively Submitted,
R∴W∴David Saltsman, Chairperson

Salty Dog Quiz on Masonic Balloting

Respectively Submitted, 
R∴W∴David Saltsman

True or False
_______ 19 The Master can call for as many re-ballots as neces-
sary?
_______ 20 The Wardens and Master always examine the ballot be 
the Master declares the request?
_______ 21 one black ball or cube means an adverse ballot?
_______ 22 if a visitor to a lodge casts a ballot it will not make the 
ballot void?
______23 if a ballot be demanded taken and found to be adverse 
on a candidate awaiting his fi rst degree it shall have the same effect 
as if it had occurred when such candidate was accepted? 
______24 on all balloting the Master Ballots Last?
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6

Brothers,
There has been a renewed interest in forming a District Drama Team to 
assists the Lodges during the Drama part of the Third Degree.
A Drama Team would need, as a minimum, 46 Master Masons.  This 
number would provide for a Primary Ritualist as well as a backup Ritual-
ist.  I have asked St. Patrick’s Lodge and the Amsterdam Lodge to each 
submit 8 members who are willing to be on the Team.  The other Lodges 
in the District are being asked to provide 6 members.  This was origi-
nally discussed at the Masters and Offi cers meeting in April.  I asked that 
names be submitted to me by the next meeting which was scheduled for 
May 18th.  At that meeting, only 5 names were submitted.
I am therefore asking via the District Newsletter, that if any brother has 
an interest of being on the Drama Team, to please contact me either by 
telephone (518-762-2657) or by e-mail at jbmorris6@yahoo.com.
Listed below are the Roles that need to be fi lled:
King Solomon                             Hiram, King of Tyre                             
 Hiram Abiff
1st Ruffi an                                   2nd Ruffi an                                                   
3rd Ruffi an
Seafaring Man   Secretary        
Guard
1st Craftsman   2nd Craftsman        
3rd Craftsman
4th Craftsman   Off Stage Voice                 
and 9 Craftsman

The 9 Craftsman are non speaking Roles.
Should you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact 
me by telephone or by e-mail.

Respectively Submitted,
V∴W∴John Morris, AGL

From the Assistant Grand Lecturer
V∴W∴John Morris
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St. Monica Chapter 486, Order of the Eastern Star   
                        RW Marie Valachovic, Matron
                        RW Daniel Malmborg, Patron 
                       (Second Tuesday of the month, September to May)   

2009 was a diffi cult year for our Chapter, having lost several dedi-
cated Offi cers during the year (RWB Warren May, S June Barr, WS 
Eloise “Rusty” White, and S Barbara Streeter) as well as a number 
of other members.  
We are very proud that on January 1 our own WB J. Robert Barr 
will be commissioned Grand Representative of Idaho for a 2-year 
term.     
At our November 10 meeting, an Affi liation Ceremony welcomed 
3 new members and 9 more were initiated.  
RW Myrtle Dermott has collected many mitten, hats, scarves, and 
socks for our Mitten Tree Project again this Christmas.  These will 
be taken to some of the Elementary Schools in or area. Collection 
will continue until the December 8 Meeting.  
Revived by 12 new members, we look forward to an eventful 
year in 2010 when our 100th Anniversary will be celebrated.   St. 
Monica Chapter 486 was Instituted August 17, 1910, and Consti-
tuted November 22, 19101.  The Celebration will be a social event 
on Saturday afternoon, November 13, 2010.  
We would welcome our brothers to our December 8 meeting for 
the Installation of our 2010 offi cers.  The meeting will be preceded 
by a covered dish dinner at 6 PM.
The Sisters and Brothers of St. Monica Chapter 486 wish all a 
Happy, Healthy, and safe Holiday Season.
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ROYAL ARCH MASONS
HIRAM-UNION#53

1ST TUESDAY EACH MONTH
E.HIGH PRIEST-KEITH M. VEITCH

Greeting Companions:

Hiram-Union Chapter meets at the Canajoharie Masonic temple on 
the 1st Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm.
We have been busy building and rebuilding the chapter member-
ship. By now you should have received your dues notice and I 
hope you will continue your membership and help support our 
chapter and its charities.
Our offi cers have been busy with the Mark Master and Past
master Degrees. We have one brother waiting to start the degrees, 
one brother waiting for the MEM Degree and one brother will be 
receiving the Royal Arch Degree in January 2010.
Our chapter will receive a special award this spring at Grand
Chapter for attendance at the Grand Lecturer’s convention.
Our district has fi ve chapters in it, they are Ancient Temple #5
(Albany)-Hiram-Union #53-Sacandaga #116(Northville)-St. 
George’s #157(Rotterdam) and Latham#168.
We all share the degree work and it works very well and make the 
load less for all and interesting to go to other chapters.
As you read this letter our Chapter will have started a new year 
with new offi cers, how about coming to the meetings and meet and 
greet old and new companions. We would sure like to have some 
new faces there. We will be looking forward to Grand Chapter in 
Albany this spring. I especially will be honored with the offi ce of 
District Deputy for the 12th District. This is a two year commit-
ment and I look forward to the task at hand. It would be nice to 
have some companions travel and come to meeting with me.
I hope all had Great Holidays and have a great year in 2010.
Fraternally: E. Keith M. Veitch
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A Masonic Christmas Story
Posted December, 1997

By Wor. Bro. C.S.L. (Laurie) Lund & V.W.Bro. R.G. (Ron) Dixon
(With Apologies to Clement C. Moore) 

‘Twas nigh afore Christmas at the Freemason’s Hall
(Civil Services’ regular), the order was tall;
Reams from Grand Lodge, a notice of motion,
A ballot or two and a pause for devotion
To brethren departed of the year ‘94,
Plus a candidate who would soon walk the fl oor.

Our own Junior Warden, when faced with the crunch
Said, “Let’s all call off and go upstairs for lunch.”
The Master replied, as Masters all do,
Intoned in a voice reserved for the few,
“Before we partake of the fellowship there
Is the summons to read and a ballot to clear.
Not to mention the candidate, he’s quaking with dread
At the stories of whether the goat has been fed.”

The Master, exhorting the brethren to work,
A fi rm grip on the gavel, he turned with a jerk
To the Secretary, putting a shine to each lens,
Polished both to a lustre and reached for his pens.

“It’s half past the hour,” the Master then winced
At the stuff left to do and remained unconvinced
That the evening would go as smooth as he’d hoped
Since he’d gone to the trouble of feeding the goat.
“Though the ballot’s behind us, the notice is gone,
Grand Lodge is fi nished, the work still goes on.”

The Inner Guard knew as the Tyler did too
That knock, knock and knock was the right thing to do.
Sidebenchers slept soundly and were only stirred
When the crack of the candidate’s knuckles was heard
The slight groan that penetrated lips that were pursed
Appeared to the Deacon as just a light curse.

Onward they travel, the guide and the man
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FREEMASONRY AND CHRISTMAS

The observance of Christmas doesn’t seem to bring satisfaction to some 
people. On one hand, many say it’s too religious, and thus don’t want 
Christmas trees in public buildings and nativity scenes within a shep-
herd’s-crook length of government lawns. On the other hand, many say 
it’s not religious enough; it’s too commercial. They’ve been saying it for 
years—it’s the central theme behind the charming animated cartoon A 
Charlie Brown Christmas which was made some 40 years ago.

Setting that aside, what does Christmas mean to the Freemason?

Certainly Freemasonry is not a religion, Christian or otherwise. It leaves 
the determination on spiritual matters to each individual Mason, so long 
as he believes in the Almighty Creator. But there are certain messages 
from the story of Christmas that are applicable to all Masons, not just 
those who celebrate a certain birth on December 25th.

Seeking truth and enlightenment wherever they can
The secrets were given, the grip and the token,
Obligation was offered, the words then were spoken.
Though never, not once, was one heard to gloat
As the Entered Apprentice never did meet the goat.

The evening now ended, the candidate clear
Junior Warden entreats from the South us to hear
The oath we look forward to right from the start,
“Happy to meet and sorry to part.”

Christmas had come to Civil Service that night
As men came together under the light
Giving freely of time as a labour of love
As we bent to the task of the Most High above.

To Stewards, to Deacons, the Tyler, the ‘Guard
The Wardens, the Master, who all work so hard,
To Past Masters steady, Sidebenchers too
To Treasurer, Chaplain, the D. of C. who
Help carry the Lodge, year in and year out
To your family extended, a warm Christmas time.
Thank the G.A.O.T.U. we’ve run out of rhyme!
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Many Christians feel God gave his greatest gift to mankind, and that 
Gift’s birth is marked on Christmas Day. And the spirit of giving is also 
outlined in our Masonic ceremonies. The new Entered Apprentice is 
reminded in the northeast corner of charity, and to practice it whenever 
possible. There’s the monetary charity of that portion of our ceremony. 
And there’s another kind. The one referred to in the Charge in the same 
degree which admonishes “to relieve his necessities, soothe his affl ic-
tions, and do to him as you would that he, under similar circumstances, 
should do until you.” In other words, the Golden Rule, from the Sermon 
on the Mount.

Christmas is a time of faith for our Christian brethren. But all Masons are 
reminded in the different degrees of the principle of faith. In the explana-
tion of the First Degree Tracing Board, we hear “How ready and willing 
ought we to be to adore the Almighty Creator.” Therefore, let this time of 
year serve as a reminder to all Masons to practice their faith, whatever it 
may be.

Faith and Charity are names of principal staves or rounds on the Ladder 
you see every meeting on that Tracing Board. But there is another round, 
and that is Hope in Salvation. While Salvation has a particular connota-
tion to those who believe in the story of the virgin birth, the concept of 
some kind of reward for following Masonic principles during our lives 
winds its way through the various degrees, as those of you familiar with 
the working tools explanations of the Second and Third Degrees well 
know.

So let this season of the year remind all Masons, no matter what their re-
ligious beliefs, to follow those universal tenets of the Craft—faith, hope 
and charity. Doing so should bring satisfaction to you at Christmas-time.

I would love to give credit where credit is due, but I can’t remember who...
Roger
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The staff of 

The Fulton Montgomery District Newsletter

wish all a very

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
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Visit us at www.newyorkmasons.org
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Remember,
Being a Member is More
Than Just Paying Dues!




