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• A View From The East •
by R∴W∴William J. Dorn

DDGM Fulton-Montgomery District

 

Greetings Brothers from the East,
I am sitting at my computer on this, the last snowy day in February 

writing this letter to all of my brothers. This will be my last letter as 
your District Deputy Grand Master of the Fulton Montgomery District. 
By the time that you receive this letter hopefully all of the snow will 
be gone and the temperature is on the way up. My home coming will 
already be over with at St. Patrick’s Lodge #4. I have made many new 
friends over the past two years and will always value the meaning of 
friendship and brotherly love.

      I would like to thank Edward G. Gilbert Grand Master of 
Masons of the State of New York. For giving me the opportunity to 
serve as his District Deputy. The entire Grand Line for all there help 
and assistance when problems arose. I would like to thank the following 
people for all there help in the district.

Thomas Krutz- Grand Lodge Staff Offi cer
John B Morris- Assistant Grand Lecturer
David Saltsman- Grand Representative to the Dominican Republic
David Montayne- Grand Representative to Latvia
Frederick Bitter- Grand Representative to Niger Africa
William R. Dorn- Grand Representative to Queensland, Australia
Brad Broyles- Grand Chaplain Emeritus
Robert Smith- Grand Chaplain
     Committee Chairman of the district.
Leon Smith- Charities President, Publisher
John Morris- Charities Vice President
Wayne D. Schermerhorn- Charities Secretary, Master and Offi cers                 

          Secretary,           Public Relations
Robert Lindholm- Treasure
David Montayne- Assistant Treasure
David Saltsman- Safety I.D., Circulation, Traveling Gavel &        

         Attendance
Robert Parkinson- St. Jude Fundraiser 
Jeff Lanfear- Golf Committee
Roger Steele- Editor of our Newsletter
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Stephen Sparks- Advertisement, Lay out, Billing
Keith M. Veitch- Circulation
William R. Dorn- Masonic Care Facility Coordinator
Philip Hanley- Brotherhood Fund
Don Chaffi n- Webmaster
Eyn Fessenden- Youth Advisor
Todd Payne- Fellowship, Family Involvement
   I would also like to thank all the masters and offi cers of all the 

lodge’s in the district and to all of my brother’s in the district. My term 
will be up in May but I will still be very active in the district. I will 
support and assist the incoming District Deputy Grand Master and Staff 
Offi cer.

Fraternally,
R∴W∴William J. Dorn DDGM

• From the District Reporter •
By Your name here

We are still looking for a District Reporter. all it will take is a 
small amount of time and have fun with it.

6
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• Lodge News •
      

St. Patrick’s Lodge #4 F & A M
P. O. Box 896

22 North Perry Street
Johnstown, New York, 12095-0896

518-762-7015
www.newyorkmasons.org

W∴William R. Dorn, MASTER

Greetings to all from St.Patrick’s Lodge,

St.Patrick’s Lodge will be busy with many different events marks your 
calendars and come to the Lodge and participate.
March 15th, St.Patrick’s will be assisting Amsterdam Lodge #84 with the 
Raising of Fellowcraft Brothers from, Ft. Plain, St.Patrick’s and 
Amsterdam. Covered dish dinner at 6:30pm with lodge to start at 7:30 
pm. Do you remember your raising? Come out and help these brothers 
remember theirs.
March 18th, St.Patrick’s Lodge will be Celebrating, R∴W∴William J. 
Dorn DDGM’s, home coming. The lodge will be opened at 5:30 pm for 
cocktails and fi nger food.
Dinner will be served at 6:30pm Corned Beef & Cabbage
Roast Beef & Gravy, seasoned carrots, red potatoes with homemade
Strawberry shortcake for dessert, and decaffe or regular coffee. Served 
family style $10.00 per person Please call the lodge for reservation 518-
762-7015 or email Wds103@yahoo.com or  sesparks@nycap.rr.com.
Come on out for a Great evening of Masonic Brotherhood. 
St.Patrick’s Lodge No.4 will be performing an Entered Apprentice 
Degree on April 1st, at 730 pm we have 8 candidates for this degree. 
R∴W∴William J. Dorn Will be the conferring the degree. There will be
Refreshments after the degree in the Black Horse Lounge.  We are 
always looking for help with degrees.
April 10th, St.Patrick’s will be hosting a bus trip to the Masonic Home 
& Medical Center, NO Cost, Coffee and Pastry will be served and then a 
Luncheon  will also be served, Please call R∴W∴William R. Dorn at
518-762-1963 for information and reservations for the trip.
DISTRICT COMMUNION BREAKFAST, will be held at St. John’s 
Episcopal Church. 1 North Market Street, Johnstown NY. April 11, 2010.
Please Meet at St. John’s Church at 7:45 am Communion Service begins 
at 8am. We will then have breakfast at St. Patrick’s No.4 at 9 am.
Menu for the breakfast, all you can eat pancakes with syrup, sausage,
Scramble eggs, pastry, orange Juice, regular and decaffeinated coffee
Milk and hot tea the cost is $6.00 per person. For reservations please 
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contact W∴Wayne Schermerhorn @ 518-774-6997 or wds103@yahoo.
com.
Grand Lodge will be held May 3&4th, in NYC there are 13 brothers
From St.Patrick’s Lodge attending. 
A message from the Brother Hood Chairman,
My Brothers just a reminder, If you have not yet contributed to 
The Brotherhood Fund please make your Check out to 
The Masonic Brotherhood Fund, and then mail it to me at 
Al Bayless 19 Leto Lane, Johnstown NY 12095-1053
Thank You to all my Brothers for this very important project.
Fraternally, 
V∴W∴Al Bayless
REMEMBER THE (36 CLUB) WED.AM COFFEE HOUR
Coffee, Breakfast Sandwich, and Great Fellowship for $2.00
6:30 am till??
Dates to keep in mind, 
May 6, 2010 SUMMONED COMMUNICATION FOR ELECTION OF 
OFFICERS OF St. Pat’s # 4 
May 20, 2010 Installation of Offi cers of St. Pat’s # 4;
The annual St.Patrick’s Family Picnic with more information to come. 

W∴William R. Dorn, Master of St. Patrick’s Lodge # 4 F & A M
was recently appointed R∴W∴William R. Dorn, Grand Representative
of the Grand Lodge of Queensland (Australia), near the Grand Lodge of
New York. Announcement was made by the Grand Lodge of NY, 
Feb 2, 2010 and has been made at the Feb. 9 DDGM visitation to 
Ft. Plain Lodge # 433 F & A M as well as St. Patrick’s Lodge # 4 F&AM

 Respectively Submitted,
Stephen Sparks
Newsletter Chairman
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Hamilton #79
W∴Carlton Scutt, Master

2nd & 4th Wednesdays
(518) 922-7668

wmchr1@aol.com

Greeting Brothers from Hamilton Lodge #79.
Hope you are enjoying a healthy winter as we anxiously look forward 
to spring.  As you are aware, our membership continues to decrease and 
we are experiencing diffi culties in opening Lodge.  Currently, we have 
formed a committee to investigate a possible merger with Fultonville 
Lodge #531, as they are presently meeting at the Canajoharie Lodge. 
Meetings for Hamilton Lodge #79 are held on the second and fourth
Wednesdays of the month with  elections of offi cers to be held April
28th.

Fraternally,
R∴W∴David Monanye 

6Amsterdam #84
R∴W∴David Saltsman 

1st & 3rd Mondays

Brothers, it has been a good year for our lodge. We have confi rmed 
the Entered Apprentice and the Fellowcraft Degree’s on two can-
didates, one from our own lodge and one from Fort Plain lodge . 
With everyone’s help we will fi eld a third degree team. We have a 
full Class for the Master Mason Degree Three From St Patrick’s 
lodge.
It won’t be long till summer will be on us and we will close lodge. 
I look forward to representing Amsterdam lodge at the grand lodge 
Convention in New York City. Have a great summer

Fraternally,
R∴W∴David Saltsman
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Fish House #298
By W∴Stanton Weaver Master

1st & 3rd Wednesdays

6Fort Plain #433
W∴Christopher Hanley, Master

2nd & 4th Tuesdays

6Fultonville #531
1st & 3rd Wednesdays Canajoharie Temple

W∴Jeremy Krajewski Master
Home - 518-922-7668
Cell – 518-322-6734

Email – jaykrajewski@frontiernet.net

6 

Kennyetto Lodge No. 599
W∴ Christopher Clizbe Master

2nd & 4th Wednesdays
Phone (518) 883-8448

www.newyorkmasons.org

6 
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St. Johnsville #611
R∴W∴ Jacque Mosher Sr., Master

1st & 3rd Thursdays

Brethren all:

The Worshipful Master, Jacque Mosher is vacationing in Florida which 
means that the Senior Warden, Louis Rush, will be the presiding offi cer 
until March 18th.

In January 21st we lost W. Brother Wilfred Kraft, a 69 year member of 
our lodge.  He was an active member and his loss leaves a large void in 
the lodge.  Our condolences go out to his family and friends.

Even though we have had a somewhat mild winter our heating costs are 
draining lodge fi nances.  We have turned the heat down as low as we 
can to avoid freeze-ups.  Unfortunately, our old furnace is not the most 
reliable and it shut down during one of our cold snaps.  The loss of heat 
caused some water pipes to freeze and burst.  Thanks to Brother Jim 
Luckner for offering to repair the broken pipes at no cost to the lodge.

Almost all of out members have caught up on their 2010 dues.  We 
still have a handful of members who are in arrears.  We had to drop 12 
members who were several years in arrears with their dues.  They were 
contacted and showed no interest in bringing their dues current.

The lodge is currently working on updating the bylaws.  During our 
stated meetings we discuss proposed changes.  We encourage all 
members to attend our meeting so that they can have input on our new 
bylaws.

Sincerely and fraternally,

Don Chaffi n,
Secretary











                 Houghtaling & Smith
                     Funeral Home
  20 Otsego Street Canajoharie, New York 13339
           WILLIAM JAMES SMITH,  Funeral Director 
            www.houghtalingandsmith.com
                Telephone, 518-673-2233       

Thanks   for  supporting   our   bulletin !

Member: St. Johnsville Lodge # 611
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• In Memoriam •

Remember a  Brother. A $10 contribution to the newsletter will keep
their name in this column for 4 issues. Any Brother may be honored.

W∴Ralph P. McKeon Past Master Ams. #89 from his wife Lois
R∴W∴Wally Picket by A Fellow Seabee
Brother Walter Coolman from W∴Bob & Bonnie Dietrick
Brother Harold Lake from Churchill Lake
Brother Dallas Dillenbeck from Churchill Lake
Brother Richard J. Sponable from his wife Shirley
Bro. Robert Rounds, Fultonville #531 from his wife Elaine
Bro. Peter Nicosia, FishHouse #298 from wife Virginia & Family
Bro. Harold Banta from his wife Norma
Deloss F. Walrath St. Patrick’s #4 from Bro. Robert E. McCloskey
Jason Eward Whitcavitch St. Patrick’s #4 from Bro. Robert E. McCloskey

              ompliments of:

Walter B. Davis Jr.
Dr. William S. Muehleck
R.W. Janet M. Bronk Matron Chapter #208 O.E.S.
Ted Moore

Help the Newsletter! A personal contribution of $10 or more 
will help 

C



16

Traveling Gavel 2009-2009
 The End Of the Year Traveling gavel  and 
Job Well Done for  First Place St Patrick’s #4 with a total 248;  &
Job Well Done for Second Place Fort Plain # 433 with  211
See you all again next year.
Hamilton #79   65 points
Amsterdam #84 144 points
Fish House #298 57  points
Fultonville #531 32 points
Kennyetto #599 76 points
St Johnsville #611 60 points

Respectively Submitted,
R∴W∴David Saltsman, Chairperson

On Feb 11th and 12th brothers Don Chaffi n, Gilbert Stevens, 
James Luckner, Steven Smith, Eyn Fessenden, Thomas Graham Jr, 
and David Conrad took part in The Road to the East course. The 
two night course was held at Fort Plain lodge with good food and 
discussion centered on preparing Brothers for their term as master 
of their lodge. All who attended seemed to enjoy the time spent 
fi lling their minds with knowledge. 
     Remember that at any time we can get a group together, we can 
always set up another course. 
     I’ve enjoyed the time spent as your staff offi cer, and will look 
foward to keeping available for any needs our fi ne craft needs 

Thank you  
R∴W∴ Thomas krutz
Krutztom@yahoo.com

From your Staff Offi cer
R∴W∴ Thomas Krutz
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Youth Activities Report 
By: Eyn Fessenden-Youth Advisor

email: ecfhealth@yahoo.com

Dear Brothers! 
For those who don’t know, Saint Andrews Chapter for DeMo-
lay meets at Amsterdam  #84 on the 1st & 3rd Thursdays of   the 
month at 7:00 p.m. and is for young men age 12 to 21. 
Bothers please come to a meeting, and show your support to the 
young men. I’m sure they we be happy to see you. I you know of 
a young man who is interested, let me know and I will be happy to 
help.
   Oistagrawa Triangle #215 meets at Amsterdam #84 on the
Second and Forth Thursdays of month at 7:00 pm with Junior 
Deputy Ms.Nicole Morroni and is for girl’s 10 through 21 years of 
age. again please show your support to these wonderful girl’s. It 
makes all the difference for them and us!
 And by the way;
 The youth organizations are separate and independent organiza-
tions  that stress the importance of character development,
community service and leadership. While members of the youth 
groups are free to seek membership in Freemasonry or the Eastern 
Star, it is a personal choice and not a requirement of membership 
in a youth order. 
  Have a great spring.

Fraternally, 
Brother Eyn Fessenden,
Youth Advisor 
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Greeting Companions:

As you read this letter we will have been to the Grand Chapter annual 
Convocation in Albany.
Congratulations go to our new Grand High Priest M.E. Jeffery William-
son from Akron NY. He will be good for Royal Arch Masons. He has 
some great ideas and a lot of energy.
Also to the new High Priest’s of the 12th Capitular  District, --E. Kenneth 
Ciatyk of Ancient Temple#5--E. Jay Krajewski of Hiram-Union #53--E. 
Alfred Graham of Sacandaga #116---E. David Schafer of St. George’s 
# 157--- E. Richard Calkins of Latham # 168. Also R.E. Philip Arony, 
Grand Rep. of Saskatchewan, Canada.
I was honored with being installed as the District Deputy of the 12th 
District, a Job I take with great pride, and promise to do my best for the 
District and for Royal Arch masons.
My companions each chapter High Priest has the new Chapter seals to 
use on all you letters as a way to get Royal Arch Masonry out in the view 
of all people. These seals are great looking and only cost $2:00 a sheet 
and will help with our scholarship fund, Please let you High Priest know 
if you would like some.
Also if you belong to any of the York Rite bodies, you should check 
out Masons On Line on the computer.  There is a wealth of information 
on this site. All of the events  around our area are here to see each day. 
Along with many other informational parts. All bodies of masonry are on 
this site. You can get hold of your chapter High Priest to help you log on 
and get started.
I had the pleasure of attending a Ladies Night dinner ,dance this past 
month  put on by the Council, open to all York Rite Members, What a 
great time, you should check it out yourselves next year.
The York Rite bodies are a great way to have some fun and meet fellow 
masons. This is one of the most active parts of masonry; they have a lot 
of events and a lot of good times. 
Until next time I will say if I can help just call, I’ll try my best.
Event schedule: District Deputy visiatations--3/24 Sacandaga--4/1 St 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS
HIRAM-UNION#53

1ST TUESDAY EACH MONTH
E.HIGH PRIEST-KEITH M. VEITCH
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6

George’s--4/23 Ancient Temple--5/6 Latham--6/1Hiram-Union. Then 
March 31st at Ancient temple Chapter the Grand Lecture convention 
Dinner at 6:30.
Fraternally:
R.E Keith M. Veitch DDGHP

Masonic Values Handed Down to Me 

It has become fashionable in recent years to study the values of freemasonry 
which were a strong infl uence on many of the founding fathers of the Unites 
States, and which have been shared by many people in the UK and Europe. 
When I was in the Mirabai Bookstore in Woodstock several days ago I was 
struck by how many books are on the shelves which purport to impart the 
secrets and the wisdom of the masons. I have never been a member of a Masonic 
organization, and actually resisted some suggestions from family members that 
I should join up when I was in my teens. My resistance to masonry was part of 
my youthful rebellion, subtle as it was. In later years I came to regret that I never 
took the opportunity when I had it. I have been surprised at the attention given 
to masonry since the publication of the “da Vinci Code”, as I always saw the 
Masonic organizations I knew as a child growing up in a Western Pennsylvania 
steel town as a variety of social club which sometimes held interesting events. 
My favorites were the Easter Breakfast held by the Beaver Valley Commandery 
of the Knights Templar in Beaver Falls, the Childrens Christmas Party held by 
the Blue Lodge in Aliquippa, The Shrine Circus at the Syria Mosque in Pitts-
burgh, and best of all, the Shriners Picnic at Kennywood Amusement Park near 
Pittsburgh in August every year. I liked the Shriner’s events because I thought 
their fezes were neat, and I got to wear my father’s sometimes. The Knights 
Templar swords carried by my father and grandfather and two uncles were 
fascinating, as were the plumed hats they wore. I took it as a matter of course 
that the men in the family liked to dress up in their knight’s regalia and go off 
to meetings of the commandery, consistory, and grand encampment at frequent 
intervals.
The women in the family were masons also. My mother, grandmother, and aunts 
were all in the Eastern Star, and my Grandmother and aunt were involved in the 
Ladies Auxiliary of the Commandery. They often participated as the ladies of 
their Sir Knight husbands as they attended various events. Dinner table 
conversation at Christmastime usually included a good deal of commentary 
about who was 32nd degree and who was 33rd degree, and what the difference 
was between York Rite and Scottish Rite.
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My father, Paul Martin Moore, dropped out of the Knights Templar in the late 
1940’s because of his heart condition and the strain of wearing the heavy 
uniform. His brother, James Harvey McGeorge Moore, continued on through the 
line of state offi ces to become Grand Commander of Pennsylvania, and my great 
uncle Paul Miller Moore, made it all through the line to become Grand 
Commander of the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of the United States. 
Even in my generation there was Masonic involvement. My sister and my two 
close cousins were all active in the Rainbow Girls as teenagers, but I never 
became involved in any of the Masonic related activities. Jackie Gleason and Art 
Carney going of to meetings on “The Raccoons” in episodes of the 
“Honeymooners” was about the way I viewed the whole proposition. I certainly 
never had an inkling that the masons had anything at all to do with “hermetic 
philosophy,” or that Friday the 13th is viewed as unlucky in our culture because 
that was the day Pope Clement the 4th and the King Philip the Fair of France 
initiated the campaign to eradicate the Knights Templar in 1307. I never knew 
that there was a vast “Templar National Treasure”, that the Jolly Roger fl own 
by pirates of the Caribbean is derived from the Templar fl ag, or that legends of 
a vast treasure of the Templars in Nova Scotia continue to this day. I was aware 
that Templars never refuse help to the son of the widow, but I thought this was 
just due to the generosity of my uncles, not because it was a Templar tradition 
related to legends of Hiram Abiff. I never dreamed that Baphomet would be a 
key fi gure in Masonic traditions.
What I did get from my Masonic family was a day to day education in applying 
Masonic values. I list them here from memory: support spirituality and religion, 
help people in need, be honest, work hard, be sensibly frugal, take people for 
who they are, use a practical approach to problems, be generous, be pragmatic, 
be an active citizen, pay your bills, keep up your family ties, be active in civic 
associations, strive for success, be supportive of parents and children, and be 
politically realistic on the conservative side. 
Today I am touched to fi nd that my father, who died in 1951, is still listed online 
as a Past Master of the Blue Lodge, and that my great uncle Paul has a DeMolay 
Chapter in Butler Pennsylvania named for him. I will never be a mason, 
although I have been reading a good deal about them recently, and fi nd them 
highly interesting at this late date in my life. Maybe my own son, or my
 grandson will carry on the tradition someday. Certainly I have a great deal 
more respect for masonry than I did as a youth, and I observe the contemporary 
renaissance of the craft with great interest. 

Rusty Mae Moore  
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A Tradition from The Past, A Relevance For Today 

Stephen J. Trachtenberg, 33° Grand Cross 
President, The George Washington University 

2121 Eye Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC  20052 

Masonry plays a special role for young Americans today. 
In his famous book Democracy in America, Alexis de Tocqueville, a French-
man, summed up, among other things, the American inclination to form all 
kinds of voluntary groups aimed at civic improvement and the general better-
ment of society. Tocqueville was writing at a time when most Americans lived 
in small and self-contained communities. And he was writing, as we all know, 
long before the invention of the telephone, the automobile, and the airplane. 
Modern technology has turned the United States into a far looser and more 
lonely society than the thinkers of the 19th century could envision. Even in 
our largest cities, it is possible for the individual American to feel very
isolated. The sense of community—of mutual support and joint effort—is 
always in danger of simply dribbling away. 
Against such a loss of the sense of mutuality stands the Masonic Fraternity. 
And it does so in ways that cannot be matched by other organizations. Free-
masonry embodies the awareness that Americans share a profound obligation 
to each other and to their society. 
Sometimes this sense of obligation takes the form of charitable endeavor. 
Sometimes it takes the form of shared thoughts, or our need to hear noble 
principles eloquently enumerated. And sometimes it takes the form of shared 
ceremony, when we are lifted beyond our most selfi sh and petty concerns by 
the symbolism of the Fraternity, derived from a history that extends back for 
hundreds of years. What makes the Fraternity so unusual in American life 
is the fact that it never surrenders its ideals. Its function is brotherhood. Its 
style is participation. And its goals are typically embodied in Lodges that are 
held together by a sense of loyalty even as they loyally form part of the larger 
Masonic Order. Masonry serves to heighten a whole range of American values 
that in turn are deeply tied to the progress of world history and the global 
yearning for freedom and dignity. 
Masons are often associated with patriotism, and this is very important to 
young people today. The 20th century has not always been an easy century for 
the United States. Two world wars and a host of other confl icts have made it 
clear that democracy—the idea of individual freedom and responsibility—has 
not always been a notion tradition-bound societies accept. What Freemasonry 
encourages is a vision of individuality without chaos and disorder. Patriotism, 
the Fraternity insists, can represent a union between complete selfhood and 
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complete national dedication—precisely because a fully developed individual 
is also the kind of person who treasures good civic order. 
For young people today, the sense of a national set of values that doesn’t 
contradict individual striving is especially urgent and important. They have 
often been encouraged to regard their country and its government as oppres-
sive forces. They are invited to join cults and conspiracies which oppose 
nearly everyone who isn’t a participating member. In contrast to these unfor-
tunate tendencies, Masonry values freedom while also valuing our national 
consensus as the world’s oldest industrial democracy. 
As President of a major university, The George Washington University 
(GWU) in Washington, D.C., I am necessarily deeply involved in the lives of 
young people. I watch them arrive on the GWU campus in quest not only of 
academic degrees but of a sense of personal completion. Those who 
graduate do so in two senses: they graduate from the University; they
 graduate into their adult lives. 
What a profound resemblance there is between the progress of our young 
people through higher education and the progress of a Mason through the 
various Degrees of the Fraternity. Growth, development, striving for 
perfection—these are some of the important values shared by most young
persons who enter college or post-collegiate education and by most members 
of the Masonic Fraternity. For me as an academic administrator, there is not 
only no contradiction with my “Masonic side” but a profound sense of 
continuity and similarity. 
Clearly, the values Masonry celebrates are crucial to our country. Let me 
illustrate with a historic example. The year was 1961 when Ill. Allen E. 
Roberts fi rst published his book House Undivided: The Story of Freemasonry 
and the Civil War. More than twenty years later, as he prepared for the second 
printing of his book, he added an “Author’s Post Script” in which he 
described the historical event that fi rst got him interested in the Civil War. 
During a church service sponsored by his Lodge, a retired Baptist minister 
told a story about Joseph Fort Newton. Newton’s father, Lee, had been made 
a Master Mason in a Confederate military lodge during the American Civil 
War. Later, Lee was captured by Federal forces and taken to a prisoner-of-war 
camp at Rock Island, Illinois. There he became deathly ill. The commander 
of the camp learned the elder Newton was a Mason, took him into his home, 
and nursed him back to health. When the war was over, the commander gave 
Newton money and a gun, then saw him safely on his way to his home in 
Texas. This amazing story, transacted during one of the bitterest internal 
struggles our world has ever seen, helps us identify some of the Masonic 
values that have played such an important role in American history. Where the 
Fraternity is concerned, hatred and resentment can play no role in a person’s 
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life. The Masonic vision rises above the sense of  being divided into hostile 
subgroups, all striving to undermine each other’s well-being and sense of 
identity. 
What Masonry says to Americans, in short, is that they are united by their 
deepest feelings about life and life’s mission. Just as the commander of the 
camp in Illinois could see beyond the “enemy” identity of the captured South-
erner, so can each and every Mason build a bridge of brotherhood to others 
and to society that leaves opposition far behind. 
To the curious individual or someone who may hold skeptical notions about 
what Freemasonry is, I would, as a university president, say, two kinds of 
people arrive at my school: those who need to become a little more skeptical 
toward what they see going on in the world, and those who need to move a 
certain distance in the opposite direction—toward a better sense of how much 
human ideals can do to make human life more bearable. 
I would suggest to such an inquirer that he bring his sense of skepticism to 
bear in analyzing what the Fraternity really does, how it really functions, and 
what really motivates whose who join it. And if the skeptic takes my advice, 
and embarks on a skeptical pilgrimage of this kind, he’s very likely to emerge 
at the other end  with his skepticism destroyed! 
A specifi c instance from my professional life showed me what Freemasons are 
doing in America. A few years ago, I found myself confronted with a problem. 
An undergraduate at my school had been accused of some exceedingly bad 
behavior that might well lead to expulsion. The evidence seemed incontrovert-
ible. But there was something about the whole case that left me uncomfort-
able—something not quite right. By sheer coincidence, I found myself having 
a conversation with a fellow Scottish Rite member who, when he heard my 
story, said: “Expulsion is such a serious punishment. Ask the young man to 
come to my offi ce, and let me see what I can fi nd out.” 
A day or two later, my fellow Mason called me again. “The student is 
completely innocent,” he said, “but it was a case of protecting the identity of 
the friend who did commit the act in question. Indeed, he wouldn’t even tell 
me the name of that individual, even though I promised to keep it in 
confi dence. So what we’ve got here is a case of loyalty. My sense about this 
young person is that he’s going to mature into an admirable human being, who 
will encourage those he knows to do nothing foolish or socially disruptive. If 
you give him another chance, I don’t think you’ll be sorry.” 
At the time, I didn’t even think of our exchange as motivated by Masonic 
sentiment. Today, I look at it somewhat differently. For an adult to be con-
cerned about a young person with no Masonic connection and to play a role in 
helping that young person climb over a serious obstacle in life, that, it seems 
to me now, defi nes the Masonic Fraternity. As a Freemason, I’m proud. As a 
university President, I’m grateful! 
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Remember,
Being a Member is More
Than Just Paying Dues!


